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Aug. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Now, it is a challenge when you have small
populations and you want high quality care and
you want it there 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, 52 weeks a year, whether there are
100,000 or 14,000 people here. But I’d like to
say there are a lot of people who aren’t here
tonight on this island who make all of our lives
better. There are a lot of wonderful people who
live here and work here year round, and who
would never be able, themselves, to afford the
kind of vacations that all of us take every year
and take for granted. And they deserve good
health care, too.

So I am very, very grateful to you. If there
is anything else I can do, Dr. Sullivan, and any-
body else here on the board, to try to explore
what else we can do to enroll more people in
covered programs that we maybe affect the in-
come stream here, I’d be happy to do it. I
will do what I can to help. I’m proud of you
for being here. But what I’d like to say to you
is, I think you ought to be prepared to come
next year, too. [Laughter]

You know, folks, I’ve raised a lot of money
in my life, and I’m not running for anything.

[Laughter] So I can spend the rest of my life
raising money for causes like this, which I like
very well. But I say that because—based on
20 years of hard work.

Again, I hope the island and the community
and all of you can unite behind this hospital.
But I know—and I will do everything I can
to help explore what else can be done here.
But you need to make a long-term commitment,
if this community wants this hospital, that it
is something worth paying for, because you
never know when you’ll need it, and you cer-
tainly know that good people need it and access
it every single day.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:16 p.m. at the
Farm Neck Golf Club. In his remarks, he referred
to former Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices Louis W. Sullivan, member, Martha’s Vine-
yard Hospital Board of Trustees; journalist Mike
Wallace; philanthropist George Soros; and former
Secretary of the Treasury Robert E. Rubin. The
President also referred to AMA, the American
Medical Association.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iraq
August 24, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to Iraq
that was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 25.
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